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CusA

PART XV: VEGETATION

I. Genersl

in general the vegetation of Cuba imposes few limitations on
cross-country movement, but for the seme reesons offers few possi-

vilitiee for - Witk continued cutting for lumber or

charcoal) and clearing for agriculture, and a reforentation program

that is hephegerd, _ grows less and less. At

one time 60 percent of the land area of qua was forested. Today
only 15 perecent is covered by forests or woods.* In this report,
Cuba is divided into regions on the basis of se'ven types of vege-
tatica (see map at the end of this report). The classification

of the vegetation was made, not on the basis of the various orders,

genera, and species of plants but on the growth characteristics --

I -

vegetabion types are:

1. Savanna, scrub; and cutover land

2. Forest

3. Woods

4. Swamp and mareh

5. Mangrove

6. Xerophytic scrub

7. Marabi
¥ Users of the recent 1:50,000 map of Cuba are cautioned that the
areas verdes (green sress) shown on the map sheets do not necessarily
denote forests or even open woode. The density of tree cover in aress
verdes variea from that of a true forest to that of undefined areas

20 percent of vhose gsurface 1B covered with treee &t least 10 feet
tall.
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iI. Savanna, Scrub, and Cutover Land
This type of vegetation has by far the widest distribution in
Cuba. It corresponds fairly nicely to what the Cubans call "farmlund”

{terrenos en fincaes), which includes about 80 percent of the area of

the islend. It is estimated that only half of the so-celled farm-
land 1is agriculturally productive (that is, plow land and pastures)
and that the remsinder 1s in savenna and scrub or has some other
vegetative cover. 4

A. Bavanna and Scrub

No sirigle category of vegetatlon covers so much territory in

Cuba or 1s more typical of the Cuban landscape than the savanns. (See
Map "A" below.)

in western and central Cuba some of the savanna has been con-
verted to fair crop land and in the eastern part of the country into
falr passture. That which has not been converted is flat-to-rolling
non-agricultural land +hat has a cover of gress and scattered
trees and the poverty-stricken appearance aésociated with areas with

pooxr soil.
- D =
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Four different types of savannss are easily recogpizable by -
their distipetive vegetation. In western Cuba and on the Isle of
Pines the predominant type 1s the sandy savenus, which supports a
growth of gusno blanco (Copernicia glabrescens, cabbage palm or
palmetto) and the grotesque palma barrigons (Colpothrinsx wrightil,

pot-bellied palm}.*

In the cemtrel part of the island are sandy and serpentipe
savannas where the distinctive vegetetion is a combination of palms --

the jasta (Copernicis cowelli), the guano hediondo (C. bospita, which
might be translated as the stinking palm), and the yarey bembra

~

(C. barleyana),

in eastern Cuba, clay and gravel savannas alternate. These
savannes, which are the least fertile and most desolate on the is-

lend, are characterized by & combination of yarey hediondo {(C. yarey )

and yarey de ssbana {(C. roigii). Both of these palms are stumpy,

like the other vegetation of the savanna, and are scrubby rather
than tree-like in growth. The celebrated tall and stately palma

real (ljgxstonea regia, royal palm), which is common in Cuba, 1s

called by some Cubens ‘la Plants Nacional de Cuba." The same epi~ .
thet is applied by other Cubans to the Seiba (Ceiba pentrada, silk-
cotton tree -- a source of kapok). The palma real grows from one

end of the islapd to the other wherever there is fertile soll.

# Pot-bellied is a tramslation of the Spanish barrigons. It is more
delicately and euphemistically referred %0 by English~speakers &8s
the bottle palm.

- 3 -
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An sbsence of the palma resl over an extended area is & certaln in-

dication of savanna lands.

Except along open water-courses, where the vegetation 1s

dense, the savannas are easy to traverse _ 25X1C

25X1C - They have one distinct adventage, however. In line with
|
the Cuban saying, "On bad land there 18 good water and on good land
the water 1s bad," the best well and spring water is %o be found on

the savannas.

B. Cutover lLand

Land that was once forested and, to & much emaller extent,
savannags form the major part of the plow land in Cuba. Cultivated
land smounts to 17 percent of the national area. {In the United
States 19 percent of the totel area is cultiveted.)

Of Cuba‘'s crop land, 52 percent is planted to sugarcane

and 8 percent to corn. This means tbat some 4,600 square miles 25X1C

vill be planted vith crop [

- JEERE
25x1C. | = =:c+cste i

gome fields is left standing through February.

25X1C

ITY. PForests

Forests are defined as those wooded areas in which the crowns
of the trees touch or overlap. As a result of contipued and ex-

cessive cutting the forests of Cuba sre now limlted to the eastern

-l -
S~E-C~R~-E-~T
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2nd of the island and the Sierra Meestrae (both of whlch are mountein-
ous) end the Eastern Zapata Swamp, the western tip of Cuba, aud the
southern third of the Isle of Pines iell of which are areas of rough,
spikey, dog-toothed limestone}.

A1) the forestg, whether in the mountains or on the low limestone
sreas, are difficult to traverse. (ff-the-trail movement is possible

if one is prepsred to use a mschete on the undergrowth and on the

1isnas thet streteh from ground to treetop. _ 25X1C
soc

i¥. Yoods
Most of the woods in Cuba are remments of cutover or high-graded
torests (high~grading is the practice of felling the biggest and most
valneble trees). Woods sre defined as “wooded ereas in which the
crouns or lower branches of the trees do not touch or cverlap or
sreas with small stands of True forés%:,s that sre fairly widely sepa-
reted from one anotber by open lend.®
Woods in Cube fell into two broad categories: (1) pinares
{pine lemds), which are found in the hills of Piner del Rfo Province

#nd on the piedmonts of the mountains of Orlente Province and in

scabtered sbands on the northern third of the Isle of Pines; and

{2} thin hsrdwood stends, found on the mounteins and hills of Finar

del. io, in the Trinided Mountains end hills of central Cuba, and

2 e
o
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Vetnni e al Orisenta Frovinte Resnarceng of criginal grands
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oy sqnEns GATOUZNR woods . 10 moso caBet i3 esaxs'j_

511 Cghan swamDS ANd narshes of any exhenty Are coasihud i Luuids

P

Citns  Mechpge SWeNDE are tree-govered, MOVENenn 4i0ng bhe Trallo -

Sum eross the svemps is opiy moderately diflficult _ 25X1C .

zscic. [ G

25X1C

Conversely. movemeni eeross the Treeless marsn is quive difflcult

oo ziong the nesos (fords i, whege hip-Geep wading may !.{E. nNeCessnyy .

The zwemps and marsbes coooslin Bress of silphs elevavicn, eabled
cayes, Ghak are 3 or more fee:. higher Ghen the surrounding suriace =--
“he wype OF hnmmopk whieh. ip che Florilds Bverglades, iIs knoun as &
samamnek or Kev.  Yhe cavos ere usunlly dry in Chelr nigibest paiis.

o marshes they are essily distinpguirnenle Teceuse Tthey Supporﬁ treeg,
iy swanps . because the syecies ol treeg differ from those of the
vatenanding Ares.
: .%,a'b'f_;;'!fz:ggen
4 povimated 6 percent: of the area of Juba is covered by mongrove.

= Fovend mrimsridy along the consts 2nd, to a mich lesser extent
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in maveh 2nd riverine loeations. For most purposes, mengrove mey be

25X1C

congidered impenetrable.

. 25X1C
25X1C

Beeause most mengrove hes its roots in waber, it
mus# usuelly be approsched by small boat. Although each pateh of
mangrove may bhe considered impenetrable, the patches are separated
or cecasionally dissected by streams or tidal chanpels that leed to
dry lend.

VI¥. ZXerophytic Scrub

About. a third of the total coastel area,'or 1 psrcent of the sres
i Cuba, is covered with xerophytic’dﬂsert) gcrub.  Although the
zainfall) of this zowe is not defliclent {in most areams. 1t exceeds
the average precipitation of places such as Des Molnes, Iowe), the
,%e:ophyticﬁserub areas are true desert as far as the vegetation is
concerned beesuse of the high porosity of the soil. Individusl
plants are either cacfus or lesthery-leaved scrub and are widely

spaced. Movement through this type of desert is falrly easy, but

25X1C

VIXT. Marabi

praeasiptiund

Meraod (Dychrostachys mutans) is a bushy thorn tree found in meny

parts of (uba. Mavabfi, an exotle imbroduced from South Africa, is a
bilologle pest snd is even called a plaguve by the Cubens becsuge it

prows dn inpenetrable thickets, thus meling otherwise arable land

- T -
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unuseble. Although ma.rabﬁ 18 Found in ell parts of the island, the
areas indicated on the map are those in which it is the densest. The

map, however, is to some extent misleading. In the area shown ae

marebf in Pinar de Rfo, for example, only 20 percent of the cultiv-

able land is covered vhereas in Sonta Clars the coverage is LO per-

25X1C

cent or more. Closely similar plants called aroma, or espina del
disblo (devil's thorn) and Weyler /(nemed for the iast Spanish
Governor-General of Cuba, a cruel and sadistic tyrant) are peste of

the same order and are included in figures for maraby.

- o Av"' \:» fy
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